CHAPTER XIV
TRAFFIC CONTROL IN MADRAS.
THE Madras Motor Vehicles Regulations of 1940 are a
close copy of the Imperial Act of 1939 and represent the
latest rules pertaining to the control of motor traffic in
this Presidency. The Madras Presidency has the longest
length of metalled roads in the whole of India. In 1937,
we had 19,719 miles of these, representing an average
length of 13-87 miles per every hundred square miles of
area. Putting it the other way, the area per mile of road
or railway was 7-21 square miles Besides these, we had
3,372 miles of unmetalled roads fit enough for motor
transport, thus making an aggregate of 23,091 miles of
motorable roads.1 As a consequence of this, the scope for
road transport operation is unlimited. This could be
better appreciated when it is remembered that more than
50 per cent of the area of this Presidency is more than
10 miles from any railway. Next to the United Provinces,
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa, in the order of precedence,
Madras has the largest number of villages. In 1931 there
were 51,487 as against 340 towns in 25 districts.2 The
inevitable result of this has been the phenomenal develop-
ment in motor bus transport. In this the Coimbatore
District leads, not only because it has an excellent road
system, but because large areas in it have no easy access
to railway facilities. There are a large number of places
that lie in the heart of the agricultural centres, depending
entirely on road transport. With an increase in the
number of regular transport road-users, the need for
control has been concomitantly felt.
The earliest Act to effect this control was the Indian
Motor Vehicles Act of 1914, which was made applicable to
this Province. According to the provisions of this Act,
1   Figures from Scheme of Road Development for the Madras
Presidency by A. Vipan, p. 5.
2    Census of India, 1931.
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